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Yet Man is horn unto Fro 70¹. 
ble, as the Spar fl J oP: 


ward. 


En CONt H E R 2 is r 
vo which is morc apt to 
BY (wcll the Hcarts of 

Men wich Pride, than 
the great Notions which they 
commonly entertain of the Dy: 
nity of their Nature. To 
Lords of a whole Creation, 5 
have the Uſe of Speech, to be 
endow'd with rational Faculties, 
and to be capable of ſublime 
Pleaſures here, and of eternal 
Happineſs hereafter „ are high 
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Bor tho' our weak Eyes may 
be dazzled by the Greatneſs of 
this Proſpect, yet it muſt be 
confeſs d, that this is but a par- 
tial and imperfect View of hu- 
mane Natpre ; and unleſs we pro- 
ceed further in our Enquiries; we 

| ſhall never arrive to a full Knou- 
ledge of the real State of Man: 

And this Ignorance, having al- 
ways Pride and Self- Conceit for 
its inſeparable Attendants, will 
naturally lead us into number- 
leſs Errors, unleſs it be prevented 
ne. -- 


THE real State of humane Na- 
+ ure is ſuch, that it may truly be 
ſaid that Man is a Chaos of 
LEE: Good 


+ 


' Tax 
Good and Evil : He has his Fail- 
ings as well as his Virtues, his 


Imperfections as well as his Ex- 


cellencies. And therefore, leſt 
the Self. Opinion of Men ſhould 


exalt them above meaſure, it will 


be highly — to oppoſe 
theſe Failings to thoſe Virtues, 
theſe Imperfections to thoſe Ex- 


cellencies, and to confound the 


prerended Dignity of their Na- 


ture , by expoſing their real 


Weakneſs and Infirmity. 


To do this is the Deſign of 


the following Diſcourſe : I pro- 
poſe to humble the Pride of Man, 
by repreſenting his many and 
_ Imperfections, and to lead 


um to his real Happineſs 5 by 


convincing him that he # born 
into Trouble, as the Sparks fly 
uptuar ul. 
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Tux Word, which we tranſlate 
Trouble, bears a greater Latitude 
in the Original: And according Evi 
to this Extent the whole Text 
may, very conſiſtently with the 
Context, be render'd thus : But 
verily Man is born unto Miſery, 

as the Sparks fly uptuard. 


Man is doom'd to be wretch- 
ed by the general Law of Na. 
ture; and his Wretchedneſs is 
ſo great, that the Truth of the 
Aſſertion in the Text might be | 
verified in a thouſand Reſpects. Ma 

But I ſhall only offer three gene- 
ral Reflections on the State of mo 
Man in this World, which will 
ſnfficiently anſwer my preſent De- 
ſign, and fully demonſtrate the 
Aſſertion in my Text. mu 


R E- fro 


1 
.RerilecTtion I. 3 
Tuar Man is liable to many 


Evils, and is capable 11 enjoyin 
but little Good. ey , 5 1 


„ nba 6 1 


— 
Tha the Deſires of Man are 
infinite ; . but his Capacities are 


only finite. „ 


REI EOTIoN III 


Tnar Rcaſon is the diſtin. 


guiſhing Characteriſtic between 
Man and Beaſt; and yet this 
Reaſon fails us, when we ſtand 
moſt in need of its Alliſtance. 


1 8 he. Sources of Greatneſs, 
of Dignity, and of Happineſs, 
muſt neceſſarily ariſe from a right 
Uſe of our intellectual Faculties, 


from an exact Harmony between 
ol our 
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[6] 
our Capacities, and the ſeveral 
Objects of our Enjoyment, or 
from the actual Senſations of 
Pleaſures; theſe Reflections, 
which 1 have propos d, will com- 
prize the whole Foundation of 
all che Happineſs which we can 
expect in this World: So that 
if, from the N ature of things and 
common Experience, it appears 
thar Man is really miſerable in 
cheſe Reſpects, it will be in vain 
for him to pretend to be happy 
in others. © Ty reg then 


Thx: felt Reflection hich I 
* on the Miſery of humane 
Nature is, That Man is liable to 
many Evils, and is capable of cn- 
joying bur little Good. 


TRE Deen mY Morrality, 
'V which was paſs'd upon us in 


dam 


„ 


Adam, was very terrible: But 
yet it was a Bleſſing, in Com- 
parifon of its diſmal Conſequen. 
ces. The whole World was 
curs d for our ſake; and we, in 
our State of Condemnation, are 
become liable to numberleſs Diſ- 
caſes, both in our Body, and in 
our Soul. FATE 


As ſoon as we come into the 
World, Nature points out our 
future Miſery, by the early Pre- 
lude of our infant Cries. ---- We 
are ſubject to Diſtempers in all 
the Parts of our Life: Youth has 
its burning Fevers, and old Age 
has its * and Throbs. The 
various Stages of Life are diſtin- 
ouiſh'd by their peculiar Pains: 
Neither is preſent Health or Vi- 
gor any Security againſt the com- 
mon Diſorders of our Body. 


THE 


WS 


\ Tas very Frame of our Na. 
ture is ſo frail and crazy, that it 
tends. perpetually to a Diſſolu- 
tion. Corruption is our Father; 
and every Day, which we behold, 
works within us ſome Change 


Which tends to haſten our Re- 


turn to our primitive Duſt. 


B ESI OD the various internal 


Cauſes which diſtract our Con- 
ſtitution, there are as many from 


without, which conſpire to work 
the ſame Effect. An irregular 
Scaſon is attended with equal 
Diſorders in our Hcalth; an in- 
tected Air corrupts our Body ; 
and the many ill Events which 


happen by Chance, or which arc | 


caus'd by our own Folly and 
Intemperance, all contribute to 
load us with new Diſeaſes and 
Pains. = 
| 4 5 THE 


19-3; 


THE | wholls World 11 no ed 
ter 1 A general Infirmary. Phy- 
ſcians have tried, but tried in 
rain, to enumerate the many 
Diſcaſes which are incident to 2 
humane Body. Thoſe which they 
ae ignorant of are many more 
hari choſe which they know] but 
jet thoſe which they can cure 
ate ſtill fewer than thoſe which 
heir Art has diſcover'd. And 
thus has Nature made ps liable 
o bodily Diſeaſes and Pains, 
vithour Number, without Name, 
ad without Cate. LR 1 805 anne 

30 * Mam i is à comp Soundes 
Creature; he has 2 Soul 4 48 well 
5 2 Body, and that has its pe- 
J culiar Diſeaſes and Pains as well 
Y :5 this. © Life is ſubject to ifinite 
Vieiſſitudes, and che leaſt Diſ- 


ppointrhent is able t& ruffle our 
B +. Preſent 


10 
preſent Calm. The Abſence 0 
Loſs of, that which we are well 
aſſur d we cannot keep, makes 
humane Philoſophy ſtagger; and 
our Reaſon is put to the Bluſh, 
almoſt every time that tis put to 
a Tryal. We are oppreſs d and 
dejected at the leaſt accidental 
Misfortune; and theſe Diſorder 
of the Mind, as they are more 
frequent, ſo are they more ſenſi. 
ble to humane Nature: For bodily 
Pain may find ſome Relief in a 
compos d and ſedate Mind; but 
when the Soul itſelf ſuffers, where 
ſhall we find a Cure? The Spirit 


— 


of a Man will ſuſtain his Infir- 
mity: But a wounded Spirit who 


can bear? Prov. 18. 14. 


4 


As then we are the Sons of 
Corruption, our Body is ſubject 
to Pain; and as we bear the 
Image of an immortal Spirit, our 


4 4 — * ; £ 
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Soul 


. 1 1 | 
Soul is liable to the Senſations of 
Sorrow and Anguiſh, And tis 
the intimate Union of theſe two 
Subſtances which, in ſome mea- 
fure, makes our Miſery greater. 
for, whatever Alteration either of 
them ſuffers, they communicate 
Wo cach other by a mutual Sym- 
pathy of Pain as well as of Plea- 
ſure. On the one hand, the 
Diſorders of our Body are pain- 
ful to our Soul; and on the 
other hand, the Anguiſh of our 
Soul convulſes our Features; and 
our ſpiritual Sorrows find pre- 
{ent Eaſe from thoſe Tears which 
cauſe Pain to our Eyes. 


Ss THis Deſcription of the State 
of Man , as to the firſt Branch 
Jof my Reflection, has in ſome 
meaſure anticipated the other: 
for ſince we are liable to ſo 
many Diſeaſes, both in our Body 
— Wa | and 


kal 


and in our Soul; and fince 
whilſt we are under the actual 


Senſe of Pain, we are incapable NV 
of receiving any Pleaſure, it ne- wi 
ceſſarily fol Hows,, that the Good B 
which we can enjoy in this Life th. 
muſt be very inconſiderable. For I va 
if we deduct from our whole I ul 
Life, that Part of it which is bu- R. 
ried in the Inſenſibility of Sleep, u 
that which is ſpent in providing {ec 
for the Neceſſaries of Life, and Ml re. 
chat in which -we actually ſuffer PL 
but a very little Share of Life MY er 
will be left for any aner. fo 
H 

Bur if to all this we add the I ca 


Conſideration of the Nature of 
thoſe Pleaſures which this World 
affords, the foregoing Reflection 
will appear true, even to a De- 
monſtration. 


LHE 


1131 


TE Enjoyments of this 
World owe moſt of the Pleaſure 

which they afford to our own. 

Blindneſs and Ignorance; for of 

themſelyes they are empty and 
vain. That Veil of Charms, 
which our Senſes put before our 
Reaſon, hinders us from pene- 
trating into their Nature, and 
ſeeing that they have nothing 
ical and ſolid in them. They 
put a Cheat upon us in almoſt 
every Inſtance of Life; and it, 
tor the preſent, they are ſcueet 4s 
Honey to our Mouth, tis but to 
cauſe afterwards a greater Bit- 


terneſs in our Belly. 


World which Man can fix-upon 
as a real Good. Every thing is 
ſhort-liv'd, precarious, uncertain. 
Pleaſure vaniſhes in Enjoyment, 

our 


( 74 ] 
our Purſuits after it are uneaſy, 
and its Conſequences are Pain. 
NATURE ſcems to have 
mark'd out but little, or rather 
no Boundaries between Good 
and Evil; for even in Laughter 
the Heart is ſorrotꝛoful; and ſome 
few Modifications change Plea- 
ſure into Pain. Grace has made 
no Alterations in our natural 
State; but one continued Scene 
of Pain is laid out for us, from 
our Cradle to our Grave; for 
Man is as certainly born unto 
Miſery as the Sparks fly upward. 
T E ſecond Reflection which 
I propos d to make on the Mi- 
ſery of humane Nature is, that 
the Deſires of Man are infinite, 
but his Capacities are only finite. 


* 4 


od Man 


2 
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MAN has an infinite Thirſt 
after Knowledge, and vainly 
ſtrives to obtain à univerſal 
Comprehenſion: But the leaſt 
Branch of the Knowledge of Na- 
ture confounds all his intellec- 
tual Faculties; and the greateſt 
Improvements, which he makes, 
only ſerve to render his Igno- 
rance more ſenſible... | 


THERE. is nothing more 
uſeful and more neceſſary to 
Man, than the Knowledge of 
himſelf; and yet there is nothing 
which he is more ignorant of, 
or which he is leſs capable of 
underſtanding. We are con- 
founded by ourſelves: Our: na- 
tural World is ſo nice and de- 
licate in its Conſtitution, that 
it ſeems to ſhun the Diſcoveries 
of the moſt prying Naturaliſts; 


and 


8 


1 T9 
and our moral World is ſuch an 
Abyſs of Corruption, that our 
weak Reaſon looks upon it with 
Horror, without being able to 


diſcover either the Cauſe, or the 


Tux Sphere of our Know- 
ledge is circumſcrib'd within in- 
finitely nartow Bounds. As for 
the Hiſtory of paſt Ages, we muſt 
entirely depend on the Autho- 
rity of others: Where this fails, 
there the Want of proper Re- 
cords neceſſarily leaves us in a 
profound and inevirable Igno- 
rance And even in thoſe Caſes, 
in which Time has been more 
favourable, in preſerving Teſti- 
monies concerning paſt Facts; 
even there, I ſay, as theſe Teſti- 
monies come from the Hands of 
frail Men, who were themſelves 
liable to Error, it often * 
SIEGE | | that 


18 
that what is poſitively affirm'd 
by one, is as ſtiffly deny'd by an- 
other ;. ſo that this Uncertainty, 
affording but a ſmall Founda- 
tion of real Knowledge, becomes 
another Source of inevitable. Ig- 
norance. --- 'Tis not 4, bare Afhr- 
mation or. Negation which are 
the proper Grounds of Belief: 
There are certain Cireumſtances 
of Veracity as to an Author, and 
peculiar Characters of Truth as 
o a Matter reported, without 
he Concurrence of wliich a rea- 
bnable Man cannot, ought not 
o give his Aſſent: Now where 
heſe are not to be found, as 
they ſeldom are, after allf our 
Enquiries we muſt return again 
to our primitive Ignorance. | 


5 5 1 EET 
[rx Deſire of Power claims 
che next Place to the Deſite of 
Knowledge j and that is fo; ex- 

C travagant 


118 
ttavagant and unruly „ that we 
always covet more - -—=";aph and 
Power _ Lada acl 


540 


TH E Heß 4 Power i is an 
AﬀeRtion of the Mind, which 
Nature h f has. planted within 

us for neceſſary Ends: This De- 
ſire, conſider 4 in itſelf, ſhews 
our W eakneſs; the Extravagancy 
of it ſhews our Impotency; and 
both - the Regularity and the 
Abuſe ky it —— our Mi- 


ſery. 


MAN ſwells himfelf to an 
f imaginary nels, and vainly 
fancies himſelf as great in Bulk 
as his Power is extenſive. This 
makes him graſp at new Acqui- 
ſitions, * endeavour to ag- 
gtandize himſelf by dep reſins | 
others: But this acquir d — 
n e has no Exiſtence but 


in 


* 
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in our Imagination; ſo that if 


it were poſſible to ſatisfy our 


Deſires of Power, this would be 


ſo far from making us really 
greater and ſtronger, that, on the 


contrary, it would only ſerve to 


expoſe our Weakneſs and Vanity. 


Bur tis impoſſible ever to 
arisfy our Deſire of Power; and 
tis this which makes us egregi- 
oufly miſerable: For our Ben 


WW: Deſire of that, which we do 
not now poſſeſs, and which we 
never ſhall: So that the Object 
of this Affection of the Mind 
being always at an infinite Di- 
ſtance from us, or rather having 
no Exiſtence in Nature, we he 


under an abſolute Incapacity of 
ever enjoying, it ; and conſequent- 


ly we muſt, of Neceſſity, be mi- 
ER, C2 Knew 


+ 


| ue. 
of Power is really no other than 
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ſerable, as * as we entertain ſt: 
: ris Deſi a ta 
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7 n 18 E. true in Experience 
as well as in Theory. Miſery. 
and Ambition are inſeparable 
Companions. The greateſt Con- 
' © querors have always been the 
moſt miſerable Men. *Tis not 
this Nation or that Kingdom 
only which they have in View : 
Their Ambition is boundle(s; and 
the whole World is nothin to 
$ him who has conquer d it al 


- 1 4 = 
Taz nia and ft Reflec- 
tion, which I propos d to make 
on the Miſery of humane Na- 
ture, is, That Reaſon is the di- 
ſtinguiſning Characteriſtic be- 
tween Man and Beaſt, and yet 


this Reaſon fails us hen we 
ſtand 


c . 


| [ 21 } / 
ſtand moſt in need of irs All. 


tance. 
„TIE Perfection of hen : 
Nature conſiſts in the Knowledge 
of Truth. Reaſon was given us 
to obtain this Rn wiedge ; but 
yet, by a ſtrang Reverſe: of 
Things, Reaſon itſelf is become 
as uncertain as Truth, and as in- 
nen as our N arure. 


Bua nE Man Jon his par- 
ticular Reaſon: And tho' this is 
often different from the. Reaſon 
of others, and oftner different 
from itſelf; yet are we ſo weak 
and unreaſonable as to defire, 
thar -our Judgment ſhould be 
the Standard "of other Men's 
Belief, tho it frequently hap- 
pens t char our preſent. Perſuaſion 
is no more than pl borrow'd | 
Opinion. 4 = 

= Tan 
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TTC ä 
THAT Place which we hold 
in Nature, is a middle State be- 

tween thoſe Beings . who act by 
an intuitive Knowledge, arid 


25 
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cer! 


_ thoſe who ate directed by Senſt Wl 
and Inſtinct. As we, in ſome Ml bu 
meaſure, partake of the Privileges ¶ it | 

_ of theſe two Orders of created all 
Beings, tis poſſible for Man to ¶ up 
obtain a certain Knowledge of ll the 
that Truth which is founded on MM vic 
Intuition and Inſtinct; Bur as to 
for thoſe Truths which are dif- dit 
cover'd by the Help of interme- ll an 
diate Ideas, by Deductions and WI C. 
Conſequences, we are left to the 
Direction of Reaſon, which be- 
ing no infallible Criterion of Ml br 
Truck, after all our Enquiries, de 
we are ftill left uncertain and ON 
liable to Error. And as theſe li. 
Truths are thoſe which we arc be 


moſt concern'd to know, our Un- p 
certainty 


A 
certainty in theſe Points maſt 
make our preſent State, in the 


main, very wretched and very. 


miſcrable. 


kx is the Power of Truth; 


but yet it mult be confeſs d, that 
it has not Strength enough, in 
all Caſes, to force a Conviction 
upon our Underſtanding. And 


therefore, fince Truth is not con- 
victive in all Caſes, tis ftill left 


to the Scrutiny of Reaſon, to 
diſcover Truth from Falſhood, 


and to determine the Degrees of 


Certainty in particular. Caſes. 


T RUTH has infinite Beauties; 


but yet our Knowledge of them 


depends, in a great meaſure, on 


our own Diſpoſition, which is 
liable to be corrupted by num- 
berleſs Prejudices: Our, Will im- 
poſes on our Underſtanding; 


and 


1 


\ ' 


— 
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, 


us: Their Fancy is to be the 


dom of Thought, which is our 


24 


and we are apt to fancy that to 


be true, which we deſire ſhould | V 
be ſo. There is an infinite Num- Eſta 
ber of Cauſes which conſpire to ſcar 
pervert our Judgment, and to ue 
lead dur miſtaken Reaſon into Mhave 
Error. I hall beg Leave to lay Win o 
before you thoſe that are moſt Wann 
worthy of Obſervation. | loft 
Firſt, One general Principle  T 
of Error is Education. As ſoon (kttle 
as we come into the World, we ue 


are taught to think, and act, as 
our Forefathers have done before 


Standard of our Judgment. By 
this means the Liberty of our 
Reaſon is prevented, and in out 
Infancy we are robb d of that Free- 


only Preſervative againſt Error. 
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War we arrive at Man's 
Eſtate, we are faid to come to 
fears of Diſcretion: But alas! 
the Principles of right Judgment 
have been ſtifled and corrupted 
n our tender Yeats, .and Time 
annor of itſelf reftote to us our 
loft Reaſon. | "£2 mat 


 Ta1s Principle of Error is 
ettled and eſtabliſſi d throughout 
he whole World. We ſpend 
our ſhore Life in a Series of 
Thoughts and Actions, which 
re the Product of a Set of re- 
tiv'd Opinions, whoſe Truth 
nd Auchority is —— deri- 
ed from nothing but a paternal 
anction. And thus we go on, 
all our hoary Head is laid inthe 
nave, loaded with the ſame 


Frcjudices and Errors, which had 
een taught us in our Cradle 
2 1 
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Secondly, Another general Prin. 
ciple of Error is the Lato of Opi- 
nion. This ſhews its Power in 
every Inſtance of Life. Tis not 
only an effectual Bar to the 
Knowledge of Truth; it has ſo 
great an Influence over our Mind, 
that it becomes even a Principle 
of reputed Virtue to our cor 
rupted Nature. 


RE ASO N ſubmits when Opi. 
nion commands; and in thoſe 
hazardous and dreadful Inſtance 
of Life, which humane Nature 
looks upon with Horror, when 
all other Motives would have 
prov d ineffectual, Opinion be- 
comes a prevailing Principle o 
Action. 5 | 


Ar Men are Sinners; and, 
as ſuch, they ought to tremble 
g At 


27 1 
it the Thoughts of Death; but 

yet, by a ſtrange Principle of Er- 
or, the Law of Opinion is more 
dreadful to Man, than even the 
King of Terrors. | 


T n 08 E reputed Heroes, who, 
vithout- being Cannon Proof, 
have willingly expos'd themſelves 
tothe Dangers of a ſudden Death, 

did not engage in thoſe hazar- 
dous Parts, — really de- 
pisd Death, but becauſe they 
tar d Death leſs than the Opinion 
af Men. For what is the Reaſon 
tat Death ſeems to be deſpis d 
vhen ' tis courted, but fear d when 
Wir comes of itſelf? Is it becauſe 
W ihe former Caſe carries leſs Hor- 
Wor in it than the latter? No 
ET ccrtainly ; For all conſidering 
Men will readily confeſs, that a 
Intural Death is leſs terrible, and 
father to be deſir'd, than a vio- 
D 2 lent 


lent one. The true Reaſon there. 
fore of the perverſe Behaviour 
of Men, in theſe critical Inſtan. 
ces, can be no other than this: 
The World has annex'd the Ti. 

tles of Glory and Honour to 
thoſe, who court an unneceſſary 
Death; but no Reputation is al- 
low'd to thoſc, who, out of Ne. 
ceſhty, ſubmit to the Laws of 


Mortality. "= 


Thirdly, Self-Love is another 
potent Principle of Error, which 
helps to blind our Reaſon. It 
ſerves as a ſtrong Biaſs to our 
Judgment: And when we are 
under the Influence and Direction 
of this Principle, we are leſs con- 
cern' d for the real Knowledge 
of Truth, than for the gratify ing 
and promoting of our ſelfiſn 
Views. And thus both _— 
T ee 
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and Truth become a Sacrifice to 
our immoderate Self-Love. 


Tar1s Principle acts within 
us; it lies ſecret and hid; and 
is upon that very Account a moſt 
effectual Cauſe of Error. It cre- 
ates within us a certain inexpreſ- 
fible Fondneſs for our oun Opi- 
nions, and makes us look upon 
them as ſo many eternal Truths, 
never to be departed from. B 
this means the Inlets of Trut 
are for ever ſhut up, and we be- 
come to ourſelves a Source of 
infinite Errors. 


Self-Love is a Principle which 
Nature itſelf has planted within 
us, for our own Preſervation 
and Good: But in our State 
of Corruption tis become ſo 
extravagant, that Experience 
proves it to be the greateſt Ene- 

my 


2 * i ö 7 . 
f our 2 9 and blinds Our 
Rea 

falſe Appearances of Truth. 
BESLIůDEFH the Knowledge 


of Truth, there is another great 
Inſtance, in which our Reaſon 


perpetual Conteſt between our 
rational and our ſenſual Nature; 
and Reaſon ought to have the 


prevails. Reaſon proves but a 
ueak Inſtrument to — 2 Tu- 
mult of Paſſions, which ruffle our 


Frame of our Nature. The War 
is unequal, and Time has a grea- 
ter Power over our Paſſions than 


2 OUR Happineſs in this World 


depends on the Conqueſt of 


Oux 
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my that we have. It perverts 


on, by Self- Prejudices, and 


egregioufly fails us. There is 2 


Mind, and diſorder the whole 


our Paſſions, which Reaſon be- 
ing ſeldom able to perform, we 
find ourſelves deſtitute of that 
Aſſiſtance which we depended 
on, and Nature leaves us in an 
abject State of Wretchedneſs and 


Bo r this is not all. Unaſ- 
ſiſted Reaſon leaves us uncertain 
in the main Points which relate 
to our future n. Since 
the Happineſs of Man depends 
on the Knowledge of his chief 
Good, on the Immortality of 
the Soul, and on the Certainty 
of a future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments ; one might be apt 
to think that Reaſon ſhauld at- 
ford us, in theſe Points, ſuch clear 
Light and Evidence, as would 
| baniſh all Doubts and Uncer- 
tainties. But Experience does 
not anſwer to this Theory. Un- 

5 4 aſliſted 


r 
aſſiſted Neaſon has never been 

able to ſettle and confirm theſe 
Principles, in ſuch a Manner, as 
to take away all Doubtings, even 
from thoſe who were perſuaded 
of the Truth of them. In the 
Heathen World theſe Points 
have all along been Matters of 
Debate : Men have diſputed for 
given the Lie. to one anorher ; 
and what is more, they have 
contradicted themſelves. 


_'F18 in vain that we ſcek for 
Certainty in theſe Points by the 
bare Light of Nature, which at 
beſt only makes them probablc. 
Tis in. vain that we endeavour 
to arrive at an imaginary State 

of Perfection, free from all 
Doubtings and Errors: Truth 
has not Strength enough to ere 

e itſelt 


as — n 


HY 


we upon us ; and and Reaſon i is no 
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ble to reſiſt a Torrent = bei 
erous Faſſions, andi it leaves us 
bubtful and uncertain, in thoſe 
reat Truths, on which our real, 
ad are e 2 ene. 
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te the Pain of bodily Diſtem 
pers. Man therefore finds hi 

Miſery, eren in that which con 

eures his real Greatneſs. 
it 


„1 ow * WER» . 7 1 , a 
* 4 12 Ein 


„PER is an infinite Dil 
33 between our Deſires 
afid, our Capacities; but yet, i 


Sur preſent State of Ignorance 


qt would ſtill be ſome Comfort: 
hoſe wete always directed to 
Wards the Attainment of rea 
Truth. But Man is inſenſible of 
his oyn Littleneſs, and this 
makes him ſuffer his Deſires tc 
wander exrfavapantly towards 
thoſe things, which cannor make 
him either mote knowing, or 
D 
bours' often tend to nothing lels, 
than the real Knowledge off 
Things: We only deſire to learn 
What others have thought on 
285 | 3 them. 
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them And 
lobe was not 
our Capacities, we Extend 0 
Thoughts to the boumdleſs Ne 
[ge of Space : We for 
Worlds, Nations, | Kingdk om 
and People in che Aif; and 
many times, -whilit we arc pro. 
foundly ignorant pf the com 
mon —— of Life, we very 
prudently ſettle the C overiment 
bg the p neu Worlds. / FEA 
MAN being ſenſible of tis 
Hat Ignorance and Weaknets, 
has Recourſe to the Su; plics* of 
Art: But Art can afford him no 
Supplies, without ſhewing him, 
at the fame time, the Mitery of 
his Nature. For when we ſeek 
to inſtruct our Tan Jy 
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orance by 
new Acquiſitions of Knowledge, 
and to ſtrengthen our Weakneſs 
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our 
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Knowledge of Truth be- 
comes, with; other , things, ſub- 
to the Revolutions gf Time. 
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Sts; will under ge mich che 
fare Fate. Teſt eta) Opinion 
made us Pogmatiſts; Ar 
Reafon' Hihkes 1 us Ice ctþtics, dbl 
e6riortoW Expetience will make 
us Infldels. The Principles ef 
dnt Relief are ſubjett 
wide, as ell — things; 
Opinion is confounded by Rea. 
ſon, and Reaſon itſelf is con- 
Sünged By the 1 of 
Tine. Sy 
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Kitowledge of is real Sthre' by 
the are ht of Nature. Re- 
ſon clearly diſcovers the Diſor- 
der of our Nattire; but it ean- 
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—— 
— to us > mr Mi 
the very Original in our own 
Cyrruption; and the .Greatnels 
of-1it is repreſented to us in the: 
Crearneſs of our Redem ption. 

oli ( 2147 C19 1b Hr: 91. : 
Tas. . conceal 
qur Miſc cry-; . for Nature will 
ſhaw itſelf in ſpite of all our. 
Aus. And though the Symp- 
roms; of our Corruption may, 
den yer, they, all i A 
eDlIOt Y 


Mikey na. 


1 „ Wit cht yet 
docs n of Fob 9 os to 


cry : We ſee 


. the Cer- 


1 iemd, ro T_ poſt 


— of our Diſtemper. 


Tu OSE who, have ſtudied 
their own Heart, and haye fully 
known all its Motions and Sen. 
Fav 77 758 os the Senſe of 

their own 1297 by their Humi- 
liry ; whilſt others, wi ho hay 
not ſtudied themſelves, AE 
the lame Senſe of HET * 
their Vanity and Pride. 


Ta 1 K geneial Laus of pe 
have. made us miſerable : Un- 
villing 1 to know our Wrerched- 
neſs we ſhun ourſelves: But this 


Ignorince can only ſerve to in- 

creaſe our Miſery, For tis 2 

lively Senſe of our on Vile 
be e Wy induc 


Pro. 


provided for” all 
| tunes. | 4 : Fw 2 3. 
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5 41 T H gives 4 new Turn te to 


iis and even in the Abyſs 


of our Miſery Revelation makes 
us ſee our preſent Wretchedneſ, 
infinitely counterbalancd by a 
future greater Happineſs. Fa) 


IP this Life Is ſhort,” Preca- 
rious, and uncertain; FAI TR 
points out to us another Life, 
fixr and certain, as to its Hap- 
pineſs; and erernal, as to its 
Duration. ® e 


. F we aim at ertect r Happi 
neſs in this Wor ape we form 2 
Deli n which has no Founda- 
tion in Nature. Our preſent 


State, at beſt, is chequer d with | 


be than Good. If we 
can make Life,” with all irs In- 
* conveniences, 
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conveniences, but tolerable and 
caly,” we ſhall. meet wich greater 
ducceſs, than moſt of gur Fel- 
low. Creatures. But Fal Tx pro- 
miſes another Life, in which ll 
Tears: will be KW 7 of, and 411 
gs A Tags — 5 4 We 
hall, a rfect ; 
becauſe we be. 75 hen —— 
good things, for the ſake of 
rhich the Strength of our Virtue 
vas tried, and in Hope of which 
ve endur d all the Miſeries of 


this Life wang Patience and Re- 
e 


Ir now our ir Capacitics a are - Li 
nite, and our Deſires, infinite, 
FA1TH points out to us a future 
State, in which our Capacities 
vill be enlarg d, and our bound- 
es Deſires will meet with full 
Sarisfaction,, in the ME 


of an infinite Being. * 05 
F 3 by 


bh "oY der in 4 4 N. 
ck Prefftices / ati Errors, with. 
on "having receiv'd from Natur 
ary Guide, ' brit à weak and ge. 
terdMly miſtake) Reaſon, Party 
points dut to us another State, 
rom which a1 Pre juckices, Puder 
atid Uneertaieks will be ba- 
nin d. Our intellectual Facul- 
ties will be directed by Intui- 
tion.” We ſhall fee Cod 4 be i, 
and all other things 2 a5 they arc 


$99] il, "£4: 


Ir, to ſu pply the Nebel ties 
of our preſent Nature, we are 
forced to uſe Objects of Senſe, 
which"ar the ſamie time admi. 
nifter freſk' Ftwel to our entaged 
Paſſions, F AUTH . out to 
us a Tlace, Where Gur ſpiritual 

Nature will be the ſole Umpire. 
There will be no Conteſt be- 


n Senſe and Reaſon, and 
no 


4157 3 
no Paſſion will prevail bur e an 
Kerne Love: Heel 


* 


17 now 1 e the Sos of 
Cotrapriots, and our Weakneſs 
and Vileneſs bn to our — 
tetial Extraction; 

Union between Soul wh ors Body 
muſt be broke, and dtir dear 
wretched Bones muſt return to 
that Duſt, from whence they 
were firſt formd, FExrru points 
out to Us + eto Heaven and 
neto Earth, where our vile Bod 7 
will be made W beg 

ard ſhining 28 the Sy 
Soul will mform 4 formal On 
Nature: Corruption” tbr put on 
thcorruption,” and Mortality will 
de "ſwalfow'd | up 2 Imtnorta- 
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t in the removing of 


that Scene, which parts Time and 
Eternity, FaiTa opens our Eyes, 
and. makes us eſtimate all the 


Troubles: and Afflictions of this 


cunpar d with thoſe Rewards of 
Virtue, ꝛchich will then le re- 
veal d by an e en of 


* 
dene 1 
11 13; 39046 


* H E "Mikerics 4 ES wilt 
be for ot and confounded in 
Glories of Grace: Virtue 
_ ſhall then be happy: No 
Variety of, Paſſions, will then ſub- 
fiſt. to diſtract our Breaſt; or if 
they ſhall -ſubſif &,..chey, will nor 
be attended with any Mixture of 
Pain: Our Deſires wil not raile; 


A. 


any Uneaſineſs, neither will our 


Fears excite 1n us any Sentiments 


of Horror: We ſhall be, per- 


Aly happy in a Enjoyment 
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World light, and unworthy to be 
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tal Object of our Love- 
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T* HE Rights of Sovergigns and Subje geſt 

Father PAUL the Venetian, Author 60 1 
Mſtory F the Council of Trent. Tranſlated front 
the lra/ian, and compar'd with. the French. Ty 
which 'is added, the Life of the Author from 
Fulgentio; an Accaunt of his Writings and 'big 
Character by ſeveral eminent Prelates of the 
Church of England, as well as foreign Divines of 
the reform'd Church; as alſo by Sir Henry Wooten 
and Sir Iſaac Wake, Kts. who were Embafſadors 
from King James I. to Venice and Turin. With an 


5 endix, ae, the 2 x — of the 


Uſe of the Wor 1 Church, and of 
the ſo much contre Ange? **> My Kingdom i is not 
of this World, SS XY 

N. B. The Wo nal 15 a the Publication 
of this Piece, whibjy at; Be! Adthor's particular, 
Defire was preſerv' 2 in the Library of 


Nobleman in 
obtain d 2 


the Senate o 0 
Holland, whg CES th 
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Apbabetical Table o che ix 
and the Points. of ; 
ALSO, The Dyine OT BznAaviouk 
of the ſeveral Stare Priſoners that have been execu- 
ted the laſt 300 Years, Wich their ſeveral Charace 
ters, from Cambden, Sorſwood, Clarendon, Sprat, 
Barnet, &c. And a Table ſhewing how the re- 
Rec Sentences were executed, and which of 
em were Mitigated, or Pardon'd. In 7 Vols. 
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